
LIBRARY NEWS!

Happy Holidays from the Heartland
Regional Library!

December is here, and our branches
are full of warmth, stories, and holiday

cheer!

 Whether you’re looking for cozy reads,
festive programs, or last-minute gift

ideas from our shelves, we’ve got
something for everyone. 

Stop by to enjoy our winter events,
check out new books and movies, and
celebrate the season with your library

family.

December!

Lisa Garro
HRLS Director

Coach  by Jason Reynolds

HEARTLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY
NEW ITEMS!

ADULT FICTION

DECEMBER 2025

When an anonymous letter is delivered to the Clarendon
English Dictionary, it puzzles the team of lexicographers
working there. It soon becomes clear that this is not the usual
eccentric enquiry. The letter hints at secrets, lies, and a
particular year. For Martha Thornhill, the new Senior Editor,
the date can mean only one the summer her brilliant, beautiful
older sister Charlie went missing. After a decade spent living
abroad, Martha has returned to her father, her home, and the
city whose institutions have defined her family. But the ghosts 
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JUVENILE FICTION

YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Visit our online catalog here.
https://heartland.missourievergreen.org/eg/opac/home

Guilty by Definition by Susie Dent

We Fell Apart by E. Lockhart
When eighteen-year-old Mathilda is invited to spend
the summer with the father she has never met, she
discovers far more than she expected within his
seaside home"-- Provided by publisher.
When Matilda receives a sudden invitation from
Kingsley Cello, the estranged father she's never met,
she travels to his seaside home, Hidden Beach, hoping
for connection and self-discovery. Instead, she
encounters her lost brother Meer, troubled ex-actor 

Before Coach was the man who gave caring yet firm-
handed guidance to Ghost, Lu, Patina, and Sunny on the
Defenders track team, he was little Otie Brody, who was
obsessed with Mr. 9.99 (a.k.a. Carl Lewis) and Marty McFly
from Back to the Future. Like Mr. 9.99 -- and his own dad --
Otie is a sprinter. Sprint free or die is practically his motto.
Then his dad, who is always away on business trips, comes
home with a pair of Jordans. JORDANS. Fine as fine can be. Otie puts
them on and feels like he can leap to the moon...maybe even leap like Mr.
9.99 when he won the Olympic gold medal in the long jump. But one
morning he wakes up to find his brand-new secret weapon kicks are
missing -- right off his feet! And Otie just might have a fuzzy memory of
his dad easing them off as Otie was sleeping, but that can't be right, can
it? Unless all the reasons for his dad's "gone's" are very different from
what he's been told... Because now, not only are the Jordans missing,
but so is his father.

she had thought to be at rest seem to have been waiting for her to return.
When more letters arrive and the team pulls apart the clues within them, the
questions become more insistent and troubling. Charlie had been keeping a
powerful secret, but as the mystery of her disappearance starts to unravel,
someone is trying to lead the lexicographers to the truth, while another is
desperate to keep it buried.

Brock, and the guarded Tatum, all hiding painful secrets. With Kingsley
missing, Matilda must unravel the dark mysteries of Hidden Beach,
where lies and blood ties blur beneath the surface.
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 Resources
A Recipe for Giving

This season, the Heartland Regional Library is launching Heartland
Meal Kits—a new way to support our neighbors in need. Instead of
collecting canned goods, we’re collecting monetary donations to

purchase the ingredients for complete meal kits. Each kit will include
a recipe and all the non-perishable items needed to prepare a simple,

nourishing meal.

Heartland Meal Kits

Genealogy
Have you ever wondered where your family came from? The Heartland Regional Library offers
free access to powerful genealogy tools that can help you trace your roots, uncover family
stories, and explore generations of history.

Each Heartland Meal Kit costs about $10 to create, so every contribution makes a meaningful
difference. Donations can be made at any Heartland branch. HRLS will be collecting monetary

donations towards Heartland Meal Kits through December 10 . th

Together, we can turn generosity into full plates and full hearts!

Meal Kits will be donated to the local food pantries for distribution. 

Questions related to this special drive, contact Lysha at 573-422-9866 or
lysha@heartland.lib.mo.us

With Ancestry – Library Edition, you can search billions of historical records,
including census data, military files, and immigration records—all from library
computers. 

Newspapers.com Library Edition lets you browse historic newspapers to find
obituaries, announcements, and articles that bring your ancestors’ lives to light. 

HeritageQuest offers even more resources, including books, maps, and local
histories you can explore from home with your library card.

We’re also proud to be a FamilySearch Affiliate Library, giving you access to even
more genealogy records that aren’t available to the public from home. Visit your
local branch or our website to begin your journey of discovery today!

Holiday Closings
Nov. 27  - Thanksgivingth

Dec. 12  - Staff Meetingth

Dec. 24  - Christmas Eveth

Dec. 25  - Christmas Dayth

Dec. 26  - Extra Holiday Dayth

Jan. 1st  - New Year’s Day
Jan. 2nd - Extra Holiday Day
All library branches will be

closed on these dates.
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